Roseneath Theatre
From the study guide for “Head À Tête” 2018/2019 Season
a play written by David S. Craig and Robert Morgan

Climate Change (Post-Show)
Objectives: Learn about climate change and what can be done to stop it.
Materials: Chart paper with pre-show brainstorming, markers
Directions:

1. Climate Change and Head à Tête

Add students’ answers to the following questions to the sheet you created in the pre-show
activity. If you didn’t do the pre-show activity, complete it with students now and then continue
with the questions below.
Questions
● The Environment of Head à Tête
○ What was the environment of the show?
■ Temperature?
■ Food?
■ Water?
■ Shelter?
■ Is it safe?
○ How do Moitié and Please feel about their environment?
○ How did Moitié and Please interact with the environment? (What did they do to
the tree?)
○ How do Moitié and Please feel about each other?
○ How do Moitié and Please interact with each other?
○ Why might their environment be that way?
● What can change the environment?
○ How could climate change have affected Moitié and Please’s planet?

2. Learning About Climate Change: The Anthropocene
The Anthropocene is a proposed new geological epoch. Geological epochs are divisions in the
geological time scale. Divisions of time from largest to smallest are eon, era, period, epoch, age.
Students may be familiar with the names of some periods from the Mesozoic Era which include
the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous periods.
Watch this video on the Anthropocene
Study guide written by Arthur Burrows, Roseneath Theatre 2019.
View the complete guide at app.roseneath.ca

Roseneath Theatre
From the study guide for “Head À Tête” 2018/2019 Season
a play written by David S. Craig and Robert Morgan

●

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/videos/category/science/what-is-the-anthropocene/
○ Note: The Anthropocene is only a proposed epoch at the moment. Official
decisions are made by the International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS).

Invite students to calculate their carbon footprint using one of the following sites:
● https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/questionnaire
○ Requires few details, prices in British pounds (approx. 1.75 Canadian dollars)
● http://www.footprintcalculator.org/
○ Requires email registration, some details such as kilometres travelled by mode of
transportation, percentage of power derived from renewable energy
● https://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx
○ Requires more details, excellent for project-based learning in math, science,
civics
Learn about the most impactful ways of reducing emissions:
● https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/07/best-way-reduce-your-carbon-footprint-one-g
overnment-isn-t-telling-you-about
Investigate the distribution of responsibility:
Responsibility for climate change is not evenly distributed. In fact, some take issue with the
proposed epoch Anthropocene because it lays responsibility on all of humanity. Current and
projected emissions are largely the responsibility of developed and developing nations while the
effects of climate change are impacting many colonized nations first. Furthermore, the individual
is often the focus of reducing emissions when corporations and governments exert much more
influence on the factors which have a much larger impact on emissions.
For younger grades, manipulatives may be a good way of understanding relative emissions. For
example by representing the percentage of global emissions of each country with tiles, students
can understand that some countries emit much more CO2 than others in absolute terms. The
map of CO2 emissions per capita can provide a link to geography.
Older students can compare emissions per capita and explain the difference between total
emissions and per capita emissions.
●
●

Global Emissions (Total)
○ https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-data
Global Emissions (Per capita)
○ https://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&series=EN.ATM.CO
2E.PC&country=
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Canadian Emissions
○ https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-in
dicators/greenhouse-gas-emissions.html
Personal vs Industrial Emissions
○ https://www.huffingtonpost.com/aaron-huertas/dear-humans-industry-is-c_b_701
7470.html
Political Lobbying
○ https://www.ecowatch.com/fossil-fuel-lobbying-2588126755.html
Suppression of Science
○ https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/exxon-knew-about-climate-change-alm
ost-40-years-ago/
○ https://www.climateliabilitynews.org/2018/04/05/climate-change-oil-companies-kn
ew-shell-exxon/
○ https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2018/s
ep/19/shell-and-exxons-secret-1980s-climate-change-warnings
Capitalism as culprit
○ https://www.jacobinmag.com/2015/03/anthropocene-capitalism-climate-change/

3. Taking Action on Climate Change
Many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit people have been at the forefront of climate change
activism. Have students learn about some of the following movements and then present what
they have learned to the class.
● Idle No More
● Defenders of the Land
● Indigenous Environmental Network
Greta Thunberg is a youth climate activist who advocates for policies which will reduce CO2
emissions. One way she and other students protest current inaction by governments is by
refusing to attend school on Fridays in a movement known as Fridays For Future.
Take a look at the links below for examples of youth climate activism.
● Greta Thunberg
○ Speech at United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP24):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFkQSGyeCWg
○ Twitter handle: @GretaThunberg
○ TED Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2QxFM9y0tY
○ Greenpeace on climate change and capitalism:
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/20260/the-youth-have-seen-enou
gh/
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Canadian Youth Climate Activism
○ https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/7663-2/

Follow the links below for fillable worksheets for students to learn about their political
representatives, their parties, and their positions on environmental policies:
● Local, Provincial/Territorial, and National Representatives
● Provincial Parties (Ontario)
● Federal Parties
For guidance, the following scorecards from environmental charities outline party positions from
the most recent provincial and federal elections:
● Ontario:
http://www.greenprosperity.ca/scorecard/
● Canada:
https://d36rd3gki5z3d3.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/An-updated-comparis
on-of-federal-parties-positions-on-climate-change-UPDATED-Oct-2015_0.pdf?x60591
Use the following sheet for students to plan actions to fight climate change:
● Pro-Climate Actions
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