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I Don’t Understand! 
Objective​: Write a short scene in two different languages. Younger students can share their 
story orally with the class. 
Materials:​ Something to write with (voice to text, pen/pencil and paper, or other tools), space to 
perform. 
 
Note to Teachers: Inviting students’ home languages into the classroom and treating this 
knowledge as a strength is an important part of culturally responsive teaching (Student 
Achievement Division, 2013). Be sure to create an environment where these strengths will be 
valued and not the basis for the exclusion of some students. 
 
Directions​: 
Many of us have had experiences with being misunderstood or not understood at all! 

● Write a scene of your own with two characters who speak different languages and who 
do not understand each other. 

○ If you know how to speak another language, you may write in that language. 
○ If you only speak English, write both in English, but perform one in gibberish. 
○ If you are fluent in a sign language, you can sign your performance. 

● Photocopy or print two copies of students’ writing. 
● Have students form groups of two and learn each other’s scenes. 
● Invite students to present their scenes in front of the class. 
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